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I am so sorry that Solidarity Shabbat had to happen. And I am also so very 
grateful that we are here, together, in our beautiful sanctuary. Let’s try to 
make some sense of this moment with hopes that we will soon begin to 
heal our hearts and mend our fractured world. 
 
In Psalms (Ps. 8), we read: 

“When I look up at your skies, God, 
At the vastness You have made-- 
The moon and the stars, set firmly in place-- 
What are human beings God, 
That You think about us; 
What are human beings, 
That you take note of us? 
You have made us only slightly less than divine, 
Crowning us with glory and grandeur.  

 
Every day we are born anew to live anew into God’s desire that we create 
wholeness 
in ourselves and in our world. Every day we wake up to the wonder of our 
divinely ordained dignity and the grand task of making God’s goodness 
manifest. 
 
And this week it was so, so hard to feel that. 
 
The Torah tells us that God takes note of Sarah and gives her a son. And 
in today’s Torah reading, the text shows the significance of her years on 
earth, numbering them as 100 years, and 20 years, and 7 years. Not the 



whole number, 127, all at once, but with pauses, because each step in our 
lives matters. When people die, so much is lost. 
 
I had planned to speak about the Mourners Kaddish in light of today’s 
parashah, and sadly, it is more appropriate than I had thought it would be. 
 
Mourners Kaddish is actually one of 5 versions of Kaddish and they are all 
very similar. The prayer was first designed as a closing recitation upon 
completing a section of Torah study or at the end of a rabbi’s sermon. 
Kaddish was composed by our sages in Babylonia and its words are in 
Aramaic. The original version, which we now call the “Chatzi Kaddish,” is 
the shortest, and the others evolved as words were added. To this day, all 
kaddishes are recited at the end of something--after a section of a prayer 
service, after the entire service, and after studying the teachings of the 
rabbis, or after a burial. And all of their meanings are similar and, as you 
probably know, none of them mention death. Rather, they all yearn for the 
day when praise of Adonai will be manifest on earth--when all will glorify, 
sanctify, and uplift the name of God. 
 
Like many of our prayers, the Kaddish contains bits of text from different 
places in our Bible. An exploration of those sources yields an interesting 
finding. 
(Refer to text sheet at 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPTbokWJlXIBC_OqgaBbj5fcCjeKp
CMllFxSqngAV-4/edit?usp=sharing or see Ezekiel 28: 18-33, Daniel 2: 
17-20, Job 1: 20-21, Psalms 113: 1-2, Nehemia 9: 1-5). 
 
As you can see, the words of praise we offer all come from places where 
God’s glory is NOT manifest as we would wish it were. When we recite 
kaddish, we affirm our belief in the hope and possibility that the day will yet 
come when love, peace, and justice will rule reign and evil will be no more. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPTbokWJlXIBC_OqgaBbj5fcCjeKpCMllFxSqngAV-4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPTbokWJlXIBC_OqgaBbj5fcCjeKpCMllFxSqngAV-4/edit?usp=sharing


In the meantime, we’ve got work to do. We must bring an end to a culture 
that tolerates hate. We must raise our voices against words that subtly hint 
that it might be okay, and--God forbid--even wanted, for haters to bring 
marginalize and harm innocent human beings.  
 
It does help to know that we are not alone. 
In the past week I have received letters and cards expressing care and love 
from other faith leaders in Madison, and their powerful expressions of 
solidarity at the vigil last Sunday night were very moving. I have also seen 
statements from chief rabbis of other countries and, of course statements 
from the government of the State of Israel. 
 
This could be a sermon about anti-semitism and my news interview also 
could have focused on anti-semitism, but that is not my decision. I believe 
that what happened in Pittsburgh was more about hate. Every hateful act in 
history has been set up by hateful words, and anti-semitic rhetoric was 
low-hanging fruit for this hater, but his was not an organized act of 
anti-semitism. And yet this is a topic for another time, as anti-semitism is on 
the rise in this country and worldwide, and in light of vandalism at at least 
two synagogues since last week’s attack in Pittsburgh. 
 
There will be justice. There was a crime, and whether it consoles us or not, 
the perpetrator will face the consequences according to the law of this land 
and the state of Pennsylvania. 
 
We have an opportunity to heal and it will not be through assigning blame. 
Blaming is an outward projection and it’s about the past. Healing never 
begins with someone else. It must come from within and from the 
responsibility we take for how we move forward.  
 
First and foremost, now is the time to be proud that we are not on the side 
of hate and to remember what we do stand for. That is really important. Our 
way of life is our tree of life, it is what energizes and drives us. It is our 



essence and we hold fast to it because it is rich in goodness and 
abounding in love and compassion. 
 
Secondly, and this will be harder, we can grow from this horrible tragedy if 
we can learn to resist the temptation to assume the worst about people with 
whom we disagree. We need to break out of our echo chambers because 
nothing gets better simply by insisting that what we already know is 
sufficient. We have a real problem of polarization and marginalization of the 
“other” in this country, and I am asking us to be part of a solution. Albert 
Einstein famously said that no problem was ever solved by the level of 
consciousness which created it. We cannot solve our cultural problems 
only by hearing our own message over and over again. We’re going to 
have to figure out how we can have authentic debates about the important 
ideas of our time. Here at BIC, we are learning how to listen when we study 
Torah together. We are growing something here. It’s going to take a lot of 
practice to strengthen our ability to hear. It will be countercultural not to 
demonize the other, because seeing a matter with fresh ideas and 
developing new paradigms and original solutions is extremely difficult, and 
because we may need to teach with whom we are having these 
conversations what it means to disarm and really listen. I don’t know 
exactly how to do this, but I want to learn. We don’t need more love. We 
need to feel empowered to bring our loving hearts to civil discourse with 
self-confidence and a belief in the goodness of the human spirit.  
 
Let us grow a mindset for ourselves and our kids--that the world should is 
usually is a safe and beautiful place, that we matter in it, that our words and 
actions make a difference. Let us own that as a community we can be a 
force for good, for love, welcome, compassion, and peace. That we are 
strong. That we get to define reality--that there IS truth and we can seek it 
intelligently and with a moral compass informed by our tradition and 
hearing what the divinity voice within us says.  
 



Let us remember why we love being Jewish so much and take action, 
davka as Jews, davka as a community. Let us pray together because we 
believe good is possible and we can raise it up, and let us make our 
prayers real through the service we do for others--our refugee efforts and 
our local efforts to care for needy and marginalized people in our loving 
corner of the world here in Madison. Study together because it gives us 
strength and connects us to who we are as thoughtful, moral individuals in 
a faith tradition that cries out for liberation, welcome, care, compassion, 
speaking the truth, and justice. And radical, abounding love. 

 
Danny Goldman suggested that we make yard signs- “We choose love.” 
Anyone want to take that on? I’m game. What else can we do this week, 
besides of course, vote? Let’s sit here for a moment and think about what 
we can walk out of here resolved to do, to show our strength and belief in 
the human spirit more powerfully and visibibly? Really, let’s take a moment 
to think about that right now.  
 
And, yes, we do also need to take a reasoned look at the scourge of 
anti-Semitism and we need to fight it.  

 
Danny also drew my attention to a NY Times piece on the neuroscience of 
hate. We know that our experiences affect how our minds work. The article 
shows how hate speech gets inside of us and changes our wiring. That is 
proven. I believe that love speech does that too. Singing together, praying 
together, studying Torah together, doing good out in the community as a 
group of Jews landing our historic mission to make this world a more 
compassionate place--all of that has got to shape our wiring, our speech, 
and what we teach the next generation. Let’s prove that!  
 

Elie Wiesel said so beautifully that “just as humans cannot live without 
dreams, they cannot live without hope. If dreams reflect the past, hope 
summons the future.” Our hope for the future, this week, emerges from 
what we experienced in this community and what communities across this 



country experienced as people of all faiths came together--religious 
leaders, government officials, communty leaders and regular citizens and 
lay people-- to share love and solidarity. Across the country we sang and 
prayed together as we affirmed our mutual commitment to a vision of a 
world filled with love and courage. And today, thousands of Jews are in 
shul, like we are today, doing what Jews do--gaining strength from our 
loving, life-affirming tradition and from one another. 
 
The hope is real. May we live to see it flourish and build the world of justice 
and compassion for which we all yearn.  
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
See next page for additional words appended to the Prayer for Our 
Country… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let Us Say Amen 
 
Let us say “Amen” to this: 
We will not stand by and let a discourse of hate shape our minds  
   and poison our hearts. 
We will fight for a world of love. 
Source of Love, help us. 
Amen. 
We will not tolerate intolerance.  
We will protect one another in all of our identities and vulnerabilities. 
Source of distinctions Whose Divine light shines within us all,  
   help us. 
Amen. 
We will turn from blame to responsibility  
Because we know that is the only way to heal ourselves  
   and our world. 
Source of Truth, help us.  
Amen. 
We will hold each other, we will heal and be strong. 
Source of life, help us. 
Amen. 
This is our commitment to our lives, to our children, to our People,  
    and to Adonai. 
And so, Adonai, in our brokenheartedness and in our resolve we trust 
    that You join us in saying 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 



We sang this song  in place of Adon Olam: 

  בן אדם
Ben Adam 

“Rise up, human being, for you have the strength to do so.  
You have wings of spirit and of eagles.” 

 
  בן אדם

 עלה למעלה עלה
 עלה למעלה עלה בן אדם

 עלה למעלה עלה
(2X) 

 
 כי כוח עז לך

 יש לך כנפי רוח
 יש לך כנפי רוח

 
 כנפי נשרים אבירים

 אל תכחש בם
 פן יכחשו לך
 דרוש אותם

 דרוש בן אדם
 וימצאו מיד

 
 כי כוח עז לך

 יש לך כנפי רוח
 יש לך כנפי רוח

 
 כנפי נשרים אבירים

 אל תכחש בם
 פן יכחשו לך
 דרוש אותם

 דרוש בן אדם
 וימצאו מיד

 
 בן אדם

 עלה למעלה עלה
 עלה למעלה עלה בן אדם

 עלה למעלה עלה
 

 
Ben Adam, Aleh l’ma’alah aleh 
Aleh l’ma’alah aleh ben adam 
Aleh l’ma’alah aleh 
(2X) 
 
Ki ko’ach az l’cha, yesh l’cha kanfei ruach 
Yesh l’cha kanfei ruach, kanfei n’sharim avirim 
Al tikachesh bam pen yikachashu l’cha 
D’rosh otam, d’rosh, ben adam, v’yimatzu miyad. 
(2X, then return to first stanza) 


